St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
800 Portion Road
Lake Ronkonkoma, New York 11779
(631) 7374388
Dear Engaged Couple,

Congratulations on your recent engagement and thank you for
your interest in having a Sacramental Marriage through the
Catholic ChurchParishioners both present and past are most
welcomed to be married here. Engaged couples living in the
parish would also be welcomed to celebrate their marriage
here.

We h@e the various points of information contained in this link
will assist youn ansvering many of your questions.

After reviewing the information, please feel free to ¢hk
Parish Office (63X37-4388 andwe will discuss with you the
next steps.



GETTING MARRIED AT
ST. ELKBETH ANN SETON R.C. CHURCH

(Catholic weddings need at least 6 months preparation)

Complete the Faith Survey and return it to the Parish Office as
soon as possible so you can be contacted for yowNeratial
Interview (PNI).

**Please secure your weddindate at the church bfore
reserving a reception date*

HOW WILL | KNOW IF MY CHOSEN WEDDING DATE IS
AVAILABLEThis question can only be answeraiter all
documentation is completed and the church fee of $500 is
submitted.




Dispensations areequired ifeither party was married before,
or if a Catholic is marrying someone of another faith. Please
bring these matters to the attention of the priest/deacon
arranging your wedding immediatelin some cases, these
matters need extra time to processspecially if an annulment
IS needed In fact, we are not permitted to schedule a wedding
until the entire annulment process has been completed.

Canonical/Civil Requirements

Both the bride and groom must be at least 19 years of
age. If either party isat 21 years of age, we are required
02 KIS aA3IYSR LISNXYAaarzy 7
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In the state of New YorlBoth applicants must apply in

person. A New York state license is required analisl

only for this state. The license is valid for sixty (60) days.
KEEP IN MIND THAT: WEDDING CEREMONIES CAN NOT
BE PERFORMED WITHIN 24 HOURS OF THE LICENSE
BEING ISSUED. FR. SIKORSKI REQUIRES THAT THE
LICENSE BE BROUGHT TO THE PARISH OFFICE 1 MONT
BEF®RE THE WEDDING.




TIMES FOR WEDDINGS
FRIDAYSSEREMONIES ONLY

NO EARLIER THAN 4:30 pm
SATURDAYS: NUPTIAL MASS OR CEREMONY

12:00 or 2:30
SUNDAYS

CEREMONIES ONLY AT 3 PM

REHEARSALUSsually take place early Thursday evening. Other
times are handled on an individual basis.

FEES:

Thechurch feeof $500is to be paid at the initial meeting
with the priest or deacon.

Music A fee of $150 is paid to Marion Belfield (organist),
as well as a fee of $150 paid to Christine Vallone (soloist).
This fee is due at your initial meeting. You should call
Marion, 6 months toone year prior to your wedding
(631-398-0469).

If you wish tdoring your own musicians, you must
discuss this wittMarion in advancePlease note that the
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parish is obligated to the Parish Music Ministers and

their fees must still be paidThey will gladly be present

Fd O0KS gSRRAY3I G2 laak@aio O0K
guestions or concerns about the organ or sound system.

Marriage Prep and F.O.C.C.U$65.00

Complete the Pre Cana/Marriage Pifgpms enclosed
and returnit to the Coordinator via the mail.

If you decide to take advantage of the Diocesan Pre Cana,
please contact the Office of Faith formation at 5855

5800 for specific dates/times. Their website may also be
helpful: htt://www.drvc-faith.org/marriagePrep.html.

Interfaith PreCana is also available through the Diocese.
Please refer to the above infoation for specific
assistance.

We also need you to submit a certificate that marriage
preparation has been completed,it was not taken at
our parish.

If you wish to have a relative or family friend who is a
priest or deacon preside over your wedding, please ask
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that person to write our PastoFEr. Allan Sikorskfior
delegation.

PRACTICAL ISSUES FOR WEDDINGS

Please always be considerate about being oretfor

your rehearsal and wedding. It is the responsibility of the
bride and groom to communicate the importance of
being on time&o their attendants and guests.

The day/time of your rehearsal will be discussed with the
presider of your wedding well in adrce. Please feel
free to contact the Parish office with any questions.

FLORAL PIECES/DECORATIONS

It is always appreciated if you wish to leave any baskets
for the church. However we need to know about this
prior to your wedding Please remind your florist that
bows or pew decorations may not be taped to the pews.
It is recommended that they use large rubber bands to
secure these items. The florist may arrive at the church

one hour before the ceremony to set up the pieces.
Please anfirm the time with the presider of your wedding.



RELEASE FORMS

VIDEOGRAPHER, LIMOUSPNOTOGRAPHER

Please make sure all released forms have mgned and
returned to the Parish office at least 1 month before your
wedding Please be sure to instruatl photographers and the
videographer to check in with thariest or deacon before the
ceremony They have the final word in all matters

DRONES

Drones, in any capacity, are strigtigohibited inside the
church, above the church, or anywhere near tdmairch.

RUNNERS

Aisle runners are strictlgrohibited because they create a
safety hazard.

Rice, etc.

The throwing of rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals and the
releasing of balloons angrohibited inside or outside the
church.Not only does it creata serious hazard, our insurance
insists these items cannot be used. We also do not have a
maintenance person available for cleanup. We need to be
respectful and considerate about other events following your
wedding at the Church. Bubbles seem to be th&/ @tceptable
alternative.



PARTICIPATION PROGRAM

Some couples wish to distribute a booklet outlining the
ceremony or Mass. A sample booklet is available in the wedding
packet you will receive.

DIRECTIONS TO THE CHURCH

You can download directions from the parish website at
‘http://www.steas.org/

hb9 CLb!'[ 2hwS5XX®

It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to insure that
they, as well as all the attendants in their wedding party be
alcohol free before the ceremonigven following the wedding,
we must insist that no alcoholic beverages be served while the
limos are on church property.

The attire of those in the wedding and those participating as
readers or gift bearers need to be appropriate and in good
taste for Chuch. Again, some directions from the bride and
groomare necessary and expected in this regard.
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this Church so that the Lord mat seal and strengthen your love

in the presence of the Churchs iministers and this
O2YYdzyAleXdé 2A0K (GKSasS g2NRaz
wedding day and wants you both to know that we look forward

to guiding you in preparing for your marriage.

All the above details are based on an underlying perception of
marriage as a Sacrament, an event theboth a personal
celebmation and a Rite of Church.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU BOTH AS YOU BNCTERE MOST
SACRED UNION!

For guestions/concerns, pleasall the officeat
(631) 7374388 .

Attachments:

F.O.C.C.U.S./Pfgana registration form
F.O.QC.U.S. explanation
Checklist for engaged couples

Survey(2) Reexamining My Faith



FOCCUS IS A SBIAGNOSTIC INSTRUMENT DESIGNED TO
HELP COUPLES LEARN MORE ABOUT THEMSELVES AND THE
UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP. IT IS NOT A TEST NOR MEANT AS A
PREDICTOR OF SUGCHS FAILURE IN MARRIAGE. IT IS A

TOOL TO HELP COUPLES NAME AND WORK THROUGH ISSUE
BEFORE MARRIAGE.

FOCCUG@-acilitating Open Couple Communication ,
Understanding and Study) provides individualized couple
feedback on where each partner stands in reg@rtbpic areas
important to marriage. The results of the inventory point to
iIssues and areas that may need to be addressed.

FOCCUS I( an online instrument) uses trained facilitator couples
to guide the engaged as they look at patterns in their
responsesdiscuss issues and solve problems.

The content for discussion in FOCCUS reflects the current body
of knowledge about the elements necessary for a successful
marriage. There is also content on key contemporary and
specialized needs of couples: couples wbbabit before

marriage, dual career marriages, interchurch and second
marriages
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FOCCUS was developed to reflect the valuesidaals of
marriage as sacred. Tidarriage Covenanguestions in
FOCCUS deal with permanency, fidelity, unconditional love,
openness to children and shared faith in God (From the
Facilitator Notebook).

Thenewlyissuedh  NNA | 3S t NBLI NI GA2y t 2
of Rockville Centre issued by the bishop:

G ¢ KS dza-sarigafinvdntorg 8.8 FOCCLESStrongly

urged. Thd?ontifical Council recommends that we make use of
pedagogical and psychological aids that have a sound

orientation in our efforts toward qualifying marriage

preparation. We believe that all couples will benefit from

beginning the process of marriage pregton with a pre
YENRGFEE AYyOSY(d2NEB &dzOK & Ch//
Ch//!'{ Oly KSfLI 6§6KS Sy3dl ISR 02
guidance of sponsor couples and clergy, identifying the

strengths and weaknesses of their relationship. FOCCUS also
helps ouples identify areas of agreement and disagreement,
020K 6A0GK SIOK 20KSNJ YR 6AGK
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In keeping with he DiocesarPolicy regarding Marriage
Preparation, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton normally requires the use
of FOCCUS by all couples preparingrarriage in our parish.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FOCCUS:

Gl 26 R2 @&2dz NB Hikdutihe ROCEENI Ch/ /!
registration form in your packet and mail it to the Saldiveris .

What will happen next¥ou will be notified by a FOCCUS
coordinator toset up your online FOCCUS session.

Is there a fee¥es. We are asking each couple to send a $65.00
check to the Saldiveris to cover your FOCCUS anGd&a

What happens after we fill out the FOCCUS instrumafi&?
completing your online FOCCUS sessjion,will be contacted
to schedule areveningwithin the following 2 weeks, to meet
with a facilitator couple at their home, to go over theeas of
concerns reflected the FOCCUS instrument.
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PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO THE NAME NOTED BELOW.

Marriage Preparationc FOCCUS Registration Form
2SRRAY3I S5FHUSYYYYYyeyyyyy

Groom Religion Age

Address/town/zip

Home phone Cell

Parish: Occupation:

~

9YFIAf oadzad y20_0S alyYS Ida ONRR

Bride: Religion Age

Address/town/zip:

Home phone: Cell:

Parish: Occupation:

Email: (Must not be the same as the
ANR2YQau

Please complete the formndreturn as soon as possibl€here is a $65 Fee
which should accompany this forfalease make the check payable to St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church. Return both the form and the check to our Pre
Cana Coordinator: Mr. and Mrs. J. Saldiver

71 Brunswick Rd.

Ronkonkoma, N. Y. 11779
THE SALDIVERIS WILL CONTAYYTBRLEPHONE WHEN THEY RECEIVE
THISORM. Any questions can be directed to them at 685 8968.
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PARISH FOR PREANA SESSIONS &
ONLINE FOCCUS SESSIONS
Marriage Peparation consists dFOCCU&NdPre-Cana Sessions

1. FOCCUR a valuable tool used at the beginning pf the marriage
preparation process to enhan@®mmunication between the coupl
preparing for marriage. Once you retuRegistration form, you will be
contacted by the Saldiveris, our P@ana Coordinatorsptverify your
information, and to arrange your online FIOCCUS inventory session.

Once the session is arranged, you will each receive an email with a
user name and password enabling you to complete your online
inventory.

2. The PREEANA SESSIOBI® offeredat various times during the

year. They are deigned to support and guide couples with the Catholic
Perspective oiMarriageas avocationand SacramentCouples are

aK2gy K2¢ (02 3ANRG AF GKSAN FIAGK &
religious heritage. St. Ediaeth Ann Seton Parish has trained couples

who lead the sessions and guide the engaged couples throughout the
process

Next Session

Opening Noon Mass: Sundalfebruary 10, 2019
Closing Noon Mass: Sundayarch 10, 2019

WE STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT ENGAGEDRES SIGN UP FOR MARRIAGE PREPARATION AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE. It is not advisable to wait until a few months before your wedding to
enroll. For those with unusual work schedules, we recorand contacting the Diocese for

other session options.
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Engaged coupkechecklist

RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

ALL ONLINE FORMS ARE TO BE RETURNED TO PAT MYSTKOWSKI AT THE
PARISH OFFIGEU WILL THEN BE CONTACTED BY FR. SIKORSKI OR ONE OF OU
DEACONS TO ARRANGE THEPRHBAL INTERVIEW (PXMOUR WEDDING
DATE CAN ONLY BECUREBNCE WE HAVE A NEWLY ISSUED BAPTISMAL FOR
BOTH THE BRIDE AND GROOM, A CHECK FOR $500 MADE OUT TO ST. ELIZABE’
ANN SETON CHURCH, AND ALL REQUIRED PAPERWORK (annulments, defective
F2N¥axo

/ hat[ 9¢95 Ch/ | { w9D9{c¢w! ¢Lhb widhwa a'
$65 check (Must be done at ledsyr. in advance of your wedding).

SIX MONTHS TONE YEAR IN ADVANCE&ntact musicians, Marion Belfield
(631-398-0469) and Christine Vallone to discuss wedding music and any other
special arrangements yauay nesd

SIXMONTHS IN ADVANGQEontact the clergy performing your wedding for
assistance with: settindate/time for rehearsal and for &lp in planning or
choosing prayers, blessings and readings for your wedding Mass or ceremony.

ONE MONTH BEFOBRRING WEDDINGENSE TO THE OFBRIEIG AL
RELEASKE#deographer, photographer, limo) TO THE OFFICES.

ONE WEEK BEFORETEND REHEARSAL AND CLEAR UP ANY LAST MINUTE
CONCERNS. BEFORE THE REHEARSAL, BE SURE TO KNOW THE ARRANGEMEN
YOUR PROCESSION WITHBRHEESMAIDDS AND USHERS AND WJHERE
APPLICABLE, FLOWER GIRL OR RING BEARER. THIS WILL SAVE A LOT OF TIME
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Re-Examining My Faith
for Engaged Couples (Bride’s copy)

Name Age:

Please complete this survey fully. As you answer the
multiple choice questions, put a check mark near the
statements that best describe you.

*

This instrument was designed to help engaged couples to reflect on their
faith as they begin preparation for their wedding day and their future
lives as married couples.

Re-Examining My Faith is an instrument whereby you can express your
views on what is important to you about your future marriage and how
we may be able to answer some of your questions about your
relationship to God and to the Catholic Church.

Re-Examining My Faith is not a test; it is not about passing or failing.

It is about reflecting on your marital relationship and your faith in God.
We ask you to answer ALL the multiple choice questions. Put a check
mark ¢ near the statements that best describe you and your views or
write your own comments.

This will only take about ten minutes to complete. Please complete the
survey alone. We are not looking for agreement. There are no right or
Wrong answers,

While this survey was designed for Catholics, people of other faiths are
also asked to complete it. Since you are marrying a Catholic, your
views on God, on the Church and on family life are very relevant to
your partner and to us. Please do your best to answer each question.

Your answers to questions 10 and 11 are very important to the priest or
deacon as he prepares to meet you for the first time. Requests for
information will be ready and available to you at that first meeting. It is
essential to return both questionnaires so an appointment may be made
to schedule your wedding date on the Church calendar.
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Your Religious Experience

1.  Religious Influence

The people who have most influenced me in coming to know
God and having faith in God are:

Both My Parents

a religion teacher

a Catholic school teacher

Mother

a religious person

a family member

other

gooooaocoao

| consider myself:

a good human being
a Christian

a Catholic

all of the above
none of the above

oooooN

3. Religious Services
o | attend Mass

0 | attend another type of religious service
O  weekly
O  occasionally
0O  seldom

Your Perspective on Marriage

4.  Which of the following statements best describes your
understanding of the importance of marriage?

Check those statements which most nearly express what is important

to you. The answers you give will form the basis for a discussion with

your priest/deacon.

0 Marriage should be celebrated as soon as possible after the
couple gets engaged.

0  Marriage is a life-long relationship.

0  Marriage is a relationship based on loyalty and love.

o  Marriage should not be celebrated until the couple receives
proper preparation.

O other




o

Ooo0ogooa

=

What difference will it make to you in having your marriage
blessed in the Church?

| will be closer to my spouse.

| will be closer to God.

| will receive special graces to help me live my marriage.

| will have a solid foundation for our future together.

Other

Your Perspective on being a Catholic
What does it mean to belong to the Catholic Church?
Belonging to the Church is a matter between God and myself.
Once | have been baptized and know the fundamentals of the
Faith, it is up to me to simply stay away from serious sin and go
to Mass on Sunday.
Belonging to the Church is like belonging to my own family. It's
an important part of my life.
Belonging to the Church includes being registered in the parish
near where [ live.
Belonging to the Church means accepting the teachings of Jesus
and patterning our lives after them and becoming involved in my
parish.
Other

What does it mean to raise children in the Catholic Faith?

The Church is responsible for the education of the children.
Once parents have baptized their children, their job is to send
the children to Religious Education classes once they reach the
first grade level in school and let someone else teach their
children about their faith.

Parents have the responsibility and privilege to share their
values, including faith in God, with their children by words and by
example.

Parents provide a positive and religious example in their homes
for their children as well as in their parish by having their children
participate in religious education classes and in Sunday worship.
Parents ensure that their children receive the Sacraments of
Baptism, Communion and Confirmation as well as the
Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly.

Other
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Your Future Marriage
Noted below are the personal qualities | consider most important
in the person that | wish to marry.

(Check those that apply to your future spouse)

Responsible
Loyal Mature
Loving
Dependable
Shares My Faith
Independent
Other_

Your Family of Origin
A. The two things | learned about married life from my
parents’ marriage that | want to make real in our marriage
are:

B. The two things | learned about family life from my parents
that | want to make real in our family are:

10.

C. The two things | learned about God and my religious
heritage from my parents that | will share with my spouse
and children
are:

Here is How We Can Help You

At the parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, we are a warm and
welcoming community of people caring for each other. How can
we help you to become a closer part of this parish family?
Check the appropriate boxes below.



11.

O

We will not be living in this area after our wedding but will
register at another parish.

Provide me with a copy of the parish bulletin containing the Mass
schedule.

Provide me with a census card so we may register as
parishioners.

Other

How can we assist you in your faith life? Check the appropriate
boxes below.

Provide me with information about prayer.

Provide me with information about Baptism for adults.

Provide me with information about receiving First Communion
and/or Confirmation for adults.

Provide me with information on what it means to be a Catholic;
have a strong faith in Jesus.

Provide me with information on the Bible and what Catholics
believe about Sacred Scripture.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
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Re-Examining My Faith

for the Groom

Name Age:

—

Please complete this survey fully. As you answer the
multiple choice questions, put a check mark near the
statements that best describe you.

*  This instrument was designed to help engaged couples to reflect on their
faith as they begin preparation for their wedding day and their future
lives as married couples.

*  Re-Examining My Faith is an instrument whereby you can express your
views on what is important to you about your future marriage and how
we may be able to answer some of your questions about your
relationship to God and to the Catholic Church.

* Re-Examining My Faith is not a test; it is not about passing or failing. It
is about reflecting on your marital relationship and your faith in God.
We ask you to answer ALL the multiple choice questions. Put a check
mark ¢ near the statements that best describe you and your views or
write your own comments.

*  This will only take about ten minutes to complete. Please complete the
survey alone. We are not looking for agreement. There are no right or
wrong answers.

%  While this survey was designed for Catholics, people of other faiths are
also asked to complete it. Since you are marrying a Catholic, your views
on God, on the Church and on family life are very relevant to your
partner and to us. Please do your best to answer each question.

* Your answers to questions 10 and 11 are very important to the priest or
deacon as he prepares to meet you for the first time. Requests for
information will be ready and available to you at that first meeting. Itis
essential to return both questionnaires so an appointment may be made
to schedule your wedding date on the Church calendar.
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4.

Check those statements which most nearly express what is important
to you. The answers you give will form the basis for a discussion with

Your Religious Experience

Religious Influence

The people who have most influenced me in coming to know
God and having faith in God are:

Both My Parents ]
Father m]
Mother O
a family member |

| consider myself:

a good human being
a Christian

a Catholic

all of the above
none of the above

Religious Services
| attend Mass

a religion teacher

a Catholic school teacher
a religious person

other

| attend another type of religious service

0o  weekly

O  occasionally

O seldom

Your Perspective on Marriage
Which of the following statements best describes your
understanding of the importance of marriage?

your priest/deacon.
Marriage should be celebrated as soon as possible after the

Marriage should not be celebrated until the couple receives

il
couple gets engaged.
0  Marriage is a life-long relationship.
O  Marriage is a relationship based on loyalty and love.
0
proper preparation.
0 other
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